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GA Classic IESOL Teacher and Candidate Handbook
Overview of Classic IESOL Examinations at B2, C1 and C2 Levels
About the Classic IESOL Examinations
The Classic IESOL is a traditional 4-mode English language examination, with the Candidate entered for a
specified level.
The GA Classic IESOL examinations test the four elements of language ability: Speaking, Listening, Reading
and Writing.
Candidates are able to re-take examinations for the individual elements of the qualification as required.
In order to achieve the Gatehouse Awards Classic IESOL qualification at the level entered at, the Candidate
must achieve the minimum level of performance required in each element of the examination and achieve an
overall Pass Mark of 55%.

Model of Assessment
The Classic IESOL examinations are externally assessed via examination papers produced and issued by
Gatehouse Awards.
At levels B2, C1 and C2, examinations are delivered by trained and experienced Interlocutors and Invigilators.
All examinations are completed under controlled examination conditions. At B2, C1 and C2 levels, all four
skills are assessed separately via four externally set examination papers.
Speaking examinations are audio recorded.
All assessment decisions are made by Gatehouse Awards trained ESOL Markers.

Prepared and Unprepared Tasks
The Classic IESOL examinations consist of a number of unprepared tasks in Speaking, Listening, Reading and
Writing examinations, and one prepared task in the Speaking examination (Speaking Task 2 – Presentation).
Twice per year, Gatehouse Awards publishes up to five presentation tasks per level for Candidates to choose
from. Candidates may choose any one of the tasks. The task requires Candidates to prepare a brief spoken
presentation, which they are expected to deliver and answer questions about in the examination.
The purpose of the prepared topic task is for Candidates to have the opportunity to demonstrate their English
language skills by choosing a topic they are interested in and can feel confident talking about at some
length.
Teachers and Candidates are encouraged to incorporate the chosen task topic into teaching and learning,
exploring vocabulary, themes and relevant language items in preparing for the examination.
Although the presentation task is prepared, it is not acceptable for Candidates to bring any written prompt
cards or notes into the examination room. Candidates may bring in props, i.e. pictures or objects, to refer to as
part of their presentation if they wish.

-03-

GA Classic IESOL Teacher and Candidate Handbook
Overview of the CEFR Levels (B2, C1, C2)
The aim of the Classic IESOL qualifications is to demonstrate a Candidate’s ability to communicate using the
English language across CEFR levels B2 (Level 1) to C2 (Level 3). The examinations assess the Candidate’s
competency in all four skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing at each level.
The following table provides an overview of the overall language competency expected of Candidates at each
of the levels:

B2*
•
•
•

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including
technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation.
Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with
native speakers quite possible without strain for either party.
Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a
topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

C1*
•
•
•
•

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit meaning.
Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much obvious searching for
expressions.
Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes.
Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use
of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices.

C2*
•
•
•

Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read.
Can summarise information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing
arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation.
Can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades
of meaning even in more complex situations.

*adapted from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment.
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Overview of the Examination Format

B2
Examination

No. of Tasks

Task 1 Type

Task 2 Type

Task 3 Type

Time Allowed

Speaking

3

Communicating
personal
information

Prepared
presentation

Discussion

Approximately
20 minutes
per 2 Candidates

Listening

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
questions (ABCD) questions (ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
speakers

Approximately
20 minutes

Reading

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
(ABCD Gap Fill)
(ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
texts

50 minutes

Writing

2

Candidate chooses Candidate chooses
1 of 2 options:
1 of 2 options:
Email or Letter
Essay or Article
(minimum 150
(minimum 150
words)
words)

N/A

60 minutes

Unit

No. of Tasks

Task 1 Type

Task 2 Type

Task 3 Type

Time Allowed

Speaking

3

Communicating
personal
information

Prepared
presentation

Discussion

Approximately
30 minutes
per 2 Candidates

Listening

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
(ABCD)
(ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
speakers

Approximately
30 minutes

Reading

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
(ABCD Gap Fill)
(ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
texts

55 minutes

Writing

2

Candidate chooses Candidate chooses
1 of 2 options:
1 of 2 options:
Formal Email or
Essay
or Article
Letter
(minimum
200
(minimum 200
words)
words)

N/A

75 minutes

Unit

No. of Tasks

Task 1 Type

Task 2 Type

Task 3 Type

Time Allowed

Speaking

3

Communicating
personal
information

Prepared
presentation

Discussion

Approximately
30 minutes
per 2 Candidates

Listening

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
(ABCD)
(ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
speakers

Approximately
30 minutes

Reading

3

6 x Multiple choice 8 x Multiple choice
(ABCD Gap Fill)
(ABCD)

8 x Matching
statements to
texts

55 minutes

2

chooses
Candidate chooses Candidate
1
of
2
options:
1 of 2 options:
Story/Descriptive
Essay or Article
Narrative/Blog
(minimum 240
Entry
(minimum
words)
240 words)

N/A

90 minutes

C1

C2

Writing
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Overview of the Examination Materials
Examination Materials consist of:
• Candidate Instructions & Declaration
• Interlocutor’s Booklet
• Candidate Materials & Declaration – Speaking
• Candidate Booklet & Declaration – Listening
• Candidate Booklet & Declaration – Reading
• Candidate Booklet& Declaration – Writing
• Audio recordings for the Listening examination
All examination materials are provided by Gatehouse Awards and are kept securely before, during and after
the delivery of the examinations.

Overview of the Topics across the Levels
Topic

A1

A2

B1

Personal Details
Family & Friends
Hobbies &Leisure Activities
Holidays
Transport
Weather
Shopping
Health & Exercise
Education
Work, Jobs & Careers
Films, Media & Entertainment
Books and Literature
News, Lifestyles & Culture
Environment
Technology & Science
Community & Society
Law & Order
Abstract topics
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C1

C2

B2

Examination Specification
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The B2 Speaking Examination
In the B2 Speaking examination, Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Speaking Tasks
Overview: B2’.
The Speaking examination takes place with two Candidates and the Interlocutor present.
Successful B2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity on a number of familiar subjects
• Can take active part in a discussion, presenting and justifying their views
• Can present clear, detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects
• Can explain a viewpoint
• Can give advantages and disadvantages of each option
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Communicative Effectiveness – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the tasks.
Communicative Effectiveness is assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks
that can be achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across all three tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following components: • Vocabulary range • Vocabulary
control • Grammar range • Grammar control • Phonological control • Fluency • Coherence

Speaking Tasks Overview: B2
B2 Speaking Examination (total time: approximately 20 minutes)
Task

Summary

Timings

The Candidates listen and talk to the Interlocutor and each other, to introduce
themselves and exchange personal information.
Task 1:
Conversation

Example questions:
• Tell me something interesting about yourself.
• Tell me about your favourite film.
• If you could speak another foreign language, which would you choose? Why?
• Tell me about how you spend time with your friends.

6 minutes
for two Candidates

The Presentation topics are published in advance to allow Candidates to
prepare for this task.
Task 2:
Prepared presentation

In turn, each Candidate delivers their prepared presentation. Candidates
comment on each other’s presentation and respond to questions from the
Interlocutor/each other.
Example presentation topics:
• To learn English, it is better to live in an English speaking country.
• People’s lifestyles used to be healthier in the past.
• Fashion is an important part of life.

8 minutes
for two Candidates

The Candidates participate in a discussion on a topic introduced by the
Interlocutor. A scenario is given and Candidates discuss various options,
ideas and opinions.
Task 3:
Discussion

Visual prompts are provided.
Example discussion topic:
• Our friend is planning to buy a new house. She works in a city, but would
like to live in the countryside. Discuss whether she should move to the
countryside or stay in the city, and what you would recommend and why.

Total marks available in the Speaking examination: 55
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The B2 Listening Examination
In the B2 Listening examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Listening
Tasks Overview: B2’.
The Listening examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful B2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can understand standard spoken language on both familiar and unfamiliar topics
• Can follow the essentials of lectures, talks and reports
• Can understand animated conversation between native speakers
• Can understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech on both abstract and
concrete topics
• Can follow complex lines of argument, provided the topic is reasonably familiar
• Can understand speech delivered in a standard dialect and at normal speed
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Listening Tasks Overview: B2
Task
Task 1:
Listen to
a conversation
Task 2:
Listen to
a monologue
Task 3:
Listen to three
different speakers

B2 Listening Examination (total time: approximately 20 minutes)
Summary
The Candidates listen to a conversation between two speakers and
answer 6 multiple choice ABCD questions about the content of the
conversation. The Candidates hear the recording twice.
The Candidates listen to a monologue (e.g. news, talk, presentation or
instructions) and answer 8 multiple choice ABCD questions about the
content of the recording. The Candidates hear the recording twice.
The Candidates listen to three speakers presenting their opinions on
the same subject. The Candidates match 8 statements to the correct
speaker. The Candidates hear the recording twice.

Total marks available in the Listening examination: 22

-09-

Marks Available
6
8
8
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The B2 Reading Examination
In the B2 Reading examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Reading
Tasks Overview: B2’.
The Reading examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful B2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can read correspondence relating to his/her field of interest and readily grasp the essential meaning
• Can scan longer texts in order to find the required information, or gather information from different parts
of the text
• Can gather information from different texts to fulfil a specific task
• Can read for information, ideas and opinions from highly specialised sources across their field
• Can understand specialised articles outside of their field provided they can occasionally use a dictionary
• Can understand lengthy, complex instructions
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Reading Tasks Overview: B2
B2 Reading Examination (time allowed: 50 minutes)
Task

Summary

Marks Available

Task 1:
Gap fill

The Candidates read a continuous text which contains 6 gaps, and
choose the most suitable word to complete the text from a choice of
four options.

6

Task 2:
Long text

The Candidates read a continuous text, and answer 8 multiple choice
ABCD questions based on the content of the text.

8

The Candidates read three separate texts on the same topic and match
8 statements or questions to the most appropriate text.

8

Task 3:
Three short texts

Total marks available in the Reading examination: 22
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The B2 Writing Examination
In the B2 Writing examination, the Candidates participate in two tasks as outlined in the table ‘Writing Tasks
Overview: B2’.
The Writing examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful B2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can write letters conveying degrees of emotion and highlighting the personal significance
• Can comment on the correspondent’s news and views
• Can write clear, detailed descriptions of real or imaginary events
• Can mark the relationship between the ideas in clear, connected text
• Can write an essay that develops an argument systematically
• Can appropriately highlight relevant points
• Can include relevant supporting details
• Can evaluate different ideas or solutions
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Task Achievement – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the
tasks.
Task Achievement is assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks that can be
achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across both writing tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following categories:
• Vocabulary range
• Vocabulary control
• Grammar range
• Grammar control
• Spelling, punctuation and legibility
• Propositional precision
• Coherence
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Writing Tasks Overview: B2
Task

B2 Writing Examination (time allowed: 60 minutes)

Summary
Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce a letter, and the other to produce an email.
The Candidate must choose one option.

Marks Available

Guidance is provided.
Task 1:
Letter or email

Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
on this task.
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 150 words
in this task.

Task Achievement:
12

Example:
• Write an email to your teacher recommending what your class could
do to celebrate the end of the school year. Include information about
what you recommend, and why you think it would be a popular
choice.
Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce an essay, and the other to produce an
article. The Candidate must choose one option.
Guidance is provided.

Task 2:
Essay or article

Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
on this task.
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 150 words
in this task.

Task Achievement:
15

Example:
• A recent survey showed that most people believe that teenagers
do not have enough responsibility for doing household chores,
for example cleaning, cooking, or looking after the pets. Write an
essay saying whether you agree or disagree with the results of the
survey.
Overall marks
for Linguistic
Competency across
both tasks:
28

Total marks available in the Writing examination: 55
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The C1 Speaking Examination
In the C1 Speaking examination, Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Speaking Tasks
Overview: C1.
The examination takes place with two Candidates and the Interlocutor present.
Successful C1 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much searching for expressions
• Can use language flexibly and effectively
• Can take active part in a discussion, formulating ideas and opinions with precision
• Can relate his/her contribution skilfully to those of other speakers
• Can present clear, detailed descriptions of complex subjects
• Can develop points, integrate themes and round off with appropriate conclusions
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Communicative Effectiveness – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the tasks.
Communicative Effectiveness is assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks
that can be achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across all three tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following components: • Vocabulary range • Vocabulary
control • Grammar range • Grammar control • Phonological control • Fluency • Coherence

Speaking Tasks Overview: C1
Task

Task 1:
Conversation

Task 2:
Prepared
presentation

Task 3:
Discussion

C1 Speaking Examination (total time: approximately 30 minutes)

Summary
Timings
The Candidates listen and talk to the Interlocutor and each other, to
introduce themselves and exchange personal information.
Example questions:
8 minutes
• In your opinion, what makes a good friend?
for two Candidates
• What kinds of holiday appeal to you the most?
• When do you prefer to work or study, in the morning or in the
evening? Why?
• How might you use English in the future?
The Presentation topics are published in advance to allow Candidates to
prepare for this task.
In turn, each Candidate delivers their prepared presentation. Candidates
comment on each other’s presentation and respond to questions from
the Interlocutor/each other.
10 minutes
for
two
Candidates
Example presentation topics:
• Modern technology makes life so much easier nowadays than it was
in the past
• The top 3 things we can do to help the environment
• Very expensive cars are usually the highest quality.
The Candidates participate in a discussion on a topic introduced by the
Interlocutor. A scenario is given and the Candidates discuss various
options, ideas and opinions.
Visual prompts are provided.
8 minutes
for
two
Candidates
Example discussion topic:
• Our friend is worried as she doesn’t have much money. She wants to
buy a car but cannot afford it. Discuss what her options are and what
you would recommend and why.

Total marks available in the Speaking examination: 55
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The C1 Listening Examination
In the C1 Listening examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Listening
Tasks Overview: C1’.
The Listening examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C1 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can understand standard spoken language on both familiar and unfamiliar topics, including some complex topics
• Can follow extended speech on abstract and complex topics
• Can recognise a range of colloquialisms and idiomatic expressions, appreciating register shifts
• Can follow most lectures, discussions and debates with relative ease
• Can follow propositionally and linguistically complex speech even on unfamiliar or abstract topics
• Can understand animated conversation between native speakers
• Can infer attitude, mood and intentions and anticipate what will come next
• Can understand speech even when it is not clearly structured
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Listening Tasks Overview: C1
C1 Listening Examination (total time: approximately 30 minutes)
Task
Task 1:
Listen to
a conversation
Task 2:
Listen to
a monologue
Task 3:
Listen to three
different speakers

Summary

Marks Available

The Candidates listen to a conversation between two speakers and
answer 6 multiple choice ABCD questions about the content of the
conversation. The Candidates hear the recording twice.

6

The Candidates listen to a monologue (e.g. news, lecture, presentation
or instructions) and answer 8 multiple choice ABCD questions about the
recording. The Candidates hear the recording twice.

8

The Candidates listen to three different speakers presenting their
opinions, ideas or experiences on a related subject. The Candidates
match 8 statements to the correct speaker. The Candidates hear the
recording twice.

8

Total marks available in the Listening examination: 22
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The C1 Reading Examination
In the C1 Reading examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Reading
Tasks Overview: C1’.
The Reading examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C1 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can read and understand lengthy complex texts
• Can read and understand any correspondence provided they can use a dictionary
• Can scan quickly through long and complex texts to locate relevant details
• Can quickly identify the content and relevance of everyday materials and news, articles and reports on a
wide range of topics
• Can identify finer points of detail including attitudes and implied as well as stated opinions
• Can understand in detail lengthy, complex instructions even relating to unfamiliar items or tasks
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Reading Tasks Overview: C1
C1 Reading Examination (time allowed: 55 minutes)
Task

Summary

Marks Available

Task 1:
Gap fill

The Candidates read a continuous text which contains 6 gaps and
choose the most suitable word to complete the text from a choice of
four options.

6

Task 2:
Long text

The Candidates read a continuous text, and answer 8 multiple choice
ABCD questions based on the content of the text.

8

The Candidates read three separate texts on the same topic and match
8 statements or questions to the most appropriate text.

8

Task 3:
Three short texts

Total marks available in the Reading examination: 22
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The C1 Writing Examination
In the C1 Writing examination, the Candidates participate in two tasks as outlined in the table ‘Writing Tasks
Overview: C1’.
The Writing examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C1 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can express him/herself with clarity and precision, relating to addressee flexibly and effectively
• Can use emotional, allusive and joking language in personal correspondence
• Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text on a complex subject
• Can demonstrate controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices
• Can express and expand on points of view at some length, giving reasons and relevant examples
• Can write detailed essays or reports, clearly indicating salient points
• Can write clear, developed descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, natural style
• Can write texts in a style appropriate to the reader
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Task Achievement – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the
tasks.
Task Achievement will be assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks that
can be achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across both writing tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following categories:
• Vocabulary range
• Vocabulary control
• Grammar range
• Grammar control
• Spelling, punctuation and legibility
• Propositional precision
• Coherence
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Writing Tasks Overview: C1
C1 Writing Examination (time allowed: 75 minutes)
Task

Summary

Marks Available

Task 1:
Formal letter
or email

Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce a letter, and the other to produce an email.
The Candidate must choose one option.
The task requires the Candidate to produce formal text (e.g. making a
complaint, expressing reaction, emphasizing a point, persuading).
Guidance is provided.
Task Achievement:
Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
12
on this task.
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 200 words
in this task.
Example:
• You belong to a sports club. You and other members are not
happy with how the club is run. Write a letter of complaint to the
manager.

Task 2:
Essay or article

Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce an essay, and the other to produce an
article. The Candidate must choose one option.
Guidance is provided.
Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
Task Achievement:
on this task.
15
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 200 words
in this task.
Example:
• Write an article for a school magazine on the topic ‘Children should
be paid for getting good results at school’.
Overall marks
for Linguistic
Competency across
both tasks:
28

Total marks available in the Writing examination: 55
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The C2 Speaking Examination
In the C2 Speaking examination, Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Speaking Tasks
Overview: C2.
The examination takes place with two Candidates and the Interlocutor present.
Successful C2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can take part effortlessly in any conversation or discussion
• Can present smoothly-flowing, elaborate and memorable descriptions
• Can present articulate and persuasive arguments using appropriate style
• Can use a good command of idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms
• Can express him/herself fluently, precisely and spontaneously
• Can handle difficult questioning
• Can show great flexibility and differentiate finer shades of meaning even in complex speech
• Can use structure to help the listener notice and remember significant points
• Can keep up with his/her side of the dialogue extremely well, interacting authoritatively
• Can converse comfortably, unhampered by any linguistic limitations
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Communicative Effectiveness – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the tasks.
Communicative Effectiveness is assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks
that can be achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across all three tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following components: • Vocabulary range • Vocabulary
control • Grammar range • Grammar control • Phonological control • Fluency • Coherence

Speaking Tasks Overview: C2
Task

C2 Speaking Examination (total time: approximately 30 minutes)

Summary
The Candidates listen and talk to the Interlocutor and each other, to introduce
themselves and exchange personal information.
Task 1:
Example questions:
Conversation
• What is your favourite part of learning English?
• Do you believe there is such a thing as ‘good luck’? (Why/why not?)
• Why do you think so many young people use social media?
The Presentation topics are published in advance to allow Candidates to
prepare for this task.
In turn, each Candidate delivers their prepared presentation. Candidates
comment on each other’s presentation and respond to questions from the
Task 2:
Interlocutor/each other.
Prepared presentation Example presentation topics:
• People should spend more money on helping others than on buying
luxury items for themselves.
• The best way to meet a future husband or wife is to join an online
dating website.
The Candidates participate in a discussion on a topic introduced by the
Interlocutor. A scenario is given and the Candidates discuss various options,
ideas and opinions.
Task 3:
Visual prompts are provided.
Discussion
Example discussion topic:
• Your teacher asked you to talk about different ways of spending a gap
year, and discuss which way you think is most beneficial for society.

Total marks available in the Speaking examination: 55
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Timings
8 minutes
for two Candidates

10 minutes
for two Candidates

8 minutes
for two Candidates
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The C2 Listening Examination
In the C2 Listening examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Listening
Tasks Overview: C2’.
The Listening examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can follow any kind of speech even when delivered at fast, native speed
• Can understand any native speaker, even on abstract and complex topics of a specialist nature
• Can follow specialised lectures and presentations employing a high degree of colloquialisms, idiomatic
expressions and unfamiliar terminology
• Can follow propositionally and linguistically complex speech even on unfamiliar or abstract topics
• Can understand animated conversation between native speakers
• Can infer attitude, mood and intentions and anticipate what will come next
• Can understand speech even when it is not clearly structured
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Listening Tasks Overview: C2
C2 Listening Examination (total time: approximately 30 minutes)
Task
Task 1:
Listen to
a conversation
Task 2:
Listen to
a monologue
Task 3:
Listen to three
different speakers

Summary

Marks Available

The Candidates listen to a conversation between two speakers and
answer 6 multiple choice ABCD questions about the content of the
conversation. The Candidates hear the recording twice.

6

The Candidates listen to a monologue (e.g. news, lecture, presentation
or instructions) and answer 8 multiple choice ABCD questions about the
recording. The Candidates hear the recording twice.

8

The Candidates listen to three different speakers presenting their
opinions, ideas or experiences on a related subject. The Candidates
match 8 statements to the correct speaker. The Candidates hear the
recording twice.

8

Total marks available in the Listening examination: 22
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The C2 Reading Examination
In the C2 Reading examination, the Candidates participate in three tasks as outlined in the table ‘Reading
Tasks Overview: C2’.
The Reading examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can read and understand with ease virtually all forms of the written language including structurally or
linguistically challenging texts
• Can understand and critically interpret texts
• Can read and understand any lengthy, complex texts, appreciating subtle distinctions of style
• Can understand implicit meaning and implied attitudes
• Can scan quickly through long and complex texts to locate relevant details
• Can quickly identify the content and relevance of everyday materials and news, articles and reports on
virtually any topic
Candidates’ performance in this examination is assessed based on the number of correct answers they chose
in each task. All of the questions across the assessment tasks are equally weighted.

Reading Tasks Overview: C2
C2 Reading Examination (time allowed: 55 minutes)
Task

Summary

Marks Available

Task 1:
Gap fill

The Candidates read a continuous text which contains 6 gaps and
choose the most suitable word to complete the text from a choice of
four options.

6

Task 2:
Long text

The Candidates read a continuous text and answer 8 multiple choice
ABCD questions based on the content of the text.

8

The Candidates read four separate texts on the same topic and match 8
statements or questions to the most appropriate text.

8

Task 3:
Four short texts

Total marks available in the Listening examination: 22
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The C2 Writing Examination
In the C2 Writing examination, the Candidates participate in two tasks as outlined in the table ‘Writing Tasks
Overview: C2’.
The Writing examination is completed under the supervision of an Invigilator, under controlled examination
conditions. The Examination may be conducted with one or multiple Candidates at the same time.
Successful C2 Candidates will demonstrate the following competencies across the examination:
• Can write clear, smoothly-flowing text in an appropriate style
• Can write complex essays or articles which present a case or give critical appreciation with an effective
logical structure
• Can express him/herself with clarity and precision, relating to addressee flexibly and effectively
• Can write clear, developed descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, natural style
• Can use emotional, allusive and joking language in personal correspondence
• Can write fully engrossing stories and descriptions of experiences in a style appropriate to the genre
adopted
• Can produce writing orthographically free of error
Candidates’ performance is assessed across two categories:
1. Task Achievement – in other words, how appropriately they responded to each task.
2. Overall Linguistic Competency – in other words, how well they used the language to respond to the
tasks.
Task Achievement is assessed separately for each individual task. The maximum number of marks that can be
achieved in this category is 27 marks.
Within Overall Linguistic Competency, Candidates receive a global score (i.e. a score based on their performance
across both writing tasks). The maximum number of marks that can be achieved in this category is 28.
Overall Linguistic Competency is broken down into the following categories:
• Vocabulary range
• Vocabulary control
• Grammar range
• Grammar control
• Spelling, punctuation and legibility
• Propositional precision
• Coherence
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Writing Tasks Overview: C2
C2 Writing Examination (time allowed: 90 minutes)
Task

Summary

Marks Available

Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce an essay, and the other to produce an
article. The Candidate must choose one option.
The task requires the Candidate to produce either formal or informal
text. Guidance is provided.
Task 1:
Essay or article

Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
on this task.
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 240 words
in this task.

Task Achievement:
12

Example:
• Write an article for a fashion magazine on the following subject: The
media causes people to have unrealistic expectations of their body
image.
Candidates are given a choice of two different options in this task. One
of the options is to produce a short story or descriptive narrative, and
the other to produce a blog entry. The Candidate must choose one
option. Guidance is provided.
Task 2:
Story / descriptive
narrative or blog
entry

Candidates should spend approximately half of the total time allowed
on this task.
Word Count: Candidates are expected to write a minimum of 240 words
in this task.

Task Achievement:
15

Example:
• Write a blog entry describing an important decision you had to make
in your life.
• Write a story starting with the words: Nobody believed that I could
really do it, but…
Overall marks
for Linguistic
Competency across
both tasks:
28

Total marks available in the Writing examination: 55
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Gatehouse Awards markers apply a mark scheme to each examination. The criteria have been mapped to the
level descriptors in the CEFR scales.

Speaking Examinations
In the Speaking examinations at all levels, Candidates are assessed on their skills in the areas of:
• Communicative Effectiveness
• Overall Linguistic Competency
For Communicative Effectiveness, each task is assessed separately. Candidates are assessed on their ability
to complete the given task and use spoken communication effectively and appropriately.
There are a total of 27 marks available in Communicative Effectiveness.
For Overall Linguistic Competency, the Candidate’s overall performance is assessed, across the following
categories:
• Vocabulary Range: the Candidate’s lexical repertoire.
• Vocabulary Control: the Candidate’s ability to use lexical choices appropriately.
• Grammatical Range Control: the Candidate’s ability to make appropriate grammatical and syntactical
choices.
• Grammatical Control: the Candidate’s ability to use grammatical and syntactical forms appropriately.
• Phonological Control: the Candidate’s ability to produce comprehensible speech at word and sentence
level to fulfil the demands of the test.
• Fluency: the Candidate’s ability to produce free-flowing and unhesitating speech and how easily they
express themselves.
• Coherence: the Candidate’s ability to link ideas, sentences and phrases to produce speech which is logical
and coherent.
Based on the above Overall Linguistic Competency criteria, the marker makes an assessment decision
in each category.
There are a total of 28 marks available in Overall Linguistic Competency.
The total number of marks available in the Speaking examination is 55 marks.

Listening Examinations
In the Listening examinations, Candidates are assessed on each task separately.
There are 22 questions, with one mark available for each correct answer.
The total number of marks available in the Listening examination is 22 marks.

Reading Examinations
In the Reading examinations, Candidates are assessed on each task separately.
There are 22 questions, with one mark available for each correct answer.
The total number of marks available in the Reading examination is 22 marks.
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Writing Examinations
In the Writing examinations at all levels, Candidates are assessed on their skills in the areas of:
• Task Achievement
• Overall Linguistic Competency
For Task Achievement, each task is assessed separately. Candidates are assessed on their ability to complete
the given task and use written communication effectively and appropriately.
There are a total of 27 marks available in Task Achievement.
For Overall Linguistic Competency, the Candidate’s overall performance is assessed, across the following
categories:
• Vocabulary Range: the Candidate’s lexical repertoire.
• Vocabulary Control: the Candidate’s ability to use lexical choices appropriately.
• Grammatical Range Control: the Candidate’s ability to make appropriate grammatical and syntactical
choices.
• Grammatical Control: the Candidate’s ability to use grammatical and syntactical forms appropriately.
• Spelling, punctuation and legibility: the Candidate’s ability to spell words correctly, use the expected
range of punctuation appropriately and produce text which is presented legibly.
• Propositional precision: the Candidate’s ability to convey information and meaning using an appropriate
degree of detail and precision.
• Coherence: the Candidate’s ability to link ideas, sentences and phrases to produce writing which is logical
and coherent.
Based on the above Overall Linguistic Competency criteria, the marker makes an assessment decision in each
category.
There are a total of 28 marks available in Overall Linguistic Competency.
The total number of marks available in the Writing examination is 55 marks.
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Calculating the Overall Mark
In order to achieve a Pass
In order to achieve the qualification at any given level, Candidates must achieve the minimum overall pass
mark of 55% across the four examinations, with no less than 45% in any one examination.

In order to achieve a Pass with Merit
In order to achieve the qualification and be awarded a Pass with Merit, Candidates must achieve the minimum
overall pass mark of 75% across the four examinations, with no less than 66% in any one examination.

Unit Certification
Candidates achieving in excess of 55% in any single examination may apply for unit certification.

Examination Re-sits
A Candidate who is not assessed as having achieved the qualification with a Pass or Pass with Merit should
be advised to wait until they have progressed to a sufficient degree before they retake the examinations.
Candidates who retake the examinations will be provided with different examination materials to those used previously.
Candidates may choose to re-sit all four examinations or individual examinations in order to achieve an overall Pass.

Examples of Pass and Pass with Merit
Speaking
result
46%
65%
55%
80%
70%
80%

Listening
result
75%
80%
80%
75%
85%
95%

Reading
result

Writing result Overall result

70%
65%
90%
75%
78%
90%

45%
45%
85%
75%
66%
78%

59%
64%
78%
76%
75%
86%

Outcome
Pass
Pass
Pass
Pass with Merit
Pass with Merit
Pass with Merit

Examples of Alternative Outcomes
Speaking
result

Listening
result

Reading
result

40%

55%

55%

45%

Fail

46%

75%

70%

30%

Fail

80%

70%

78%

40%

Fail

75%

75%

42%

42%

Fail

40%

42%

44%

40%

Fail

100%

55%

10%

0%

Fail

Writing result Overall result
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Outcome
Option to re-sit
Speaking
and Writing
Option to re-sit
Speaking
and Writing
Option to re-sit
Writing
Option to re-sit
Reading
and Writing
Option to resit all four
examinations
Option to re-sit
Reading
and Writing
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Hints and Tips for Candidates
Candidates should read the following advice in preparation for the examinations.

In the Speaking examination…
• try to relax and enjoy speaking in English! Practice asking and answering questions and having full
conversations and discussions in English as much as you can at home.
• you can even record or video yourself practising speaking English! This is a great way to develop your
pronunciation and listening skills at the same time.
• try to talk as much as you can and make sure you speak in full sentences, developing your answer when
you can. Remember – one word answers don’t demonstrate what you can really do.
• always listen carefully to the questions and to what others are saying. It’s fine to ask the Interlocutor or
other Candidate to repeat themselves if you didn’t quite understand the first time.
• don’t learn prepared answers to any questions – even the presentation. You’ll be asked questions about
your presentation, but you won’t know what they will be!
• during the prepared presentation, listen carefully to the other Candidate speaking. Make some notes if it
helps and make sure you ask questions at the end, avoiding questions that have already been answered.
• try to express your opinions and own ideas - you won’t lose marks by disagreeing with the Interlocutor!

In the Reading and Listening examinations…
• start by carefully reading the instructions for each task.
• if you find a question very difficult, move on to the next one and come back to it later.
• in multiple choice tasks, quickly read the questions first. This will give you an idea what the topic of the
text or recording is!
• remember, all the questions only have 1 correct answer!
• if at the end of the exam you are still not sure about some answers, choose the ones that you feel fit
best.
• if you really don’t know the answer, have a guess – there are no minus marks for wrong answers!
• make sure your final answers are clearly marked – if the marker is not sure what answer you chose, you
will not get any marks.
• try to relax – you don’t have to answer every single question correctly to pass!

In the Listening examination…
• you will have some time to read the questions in each task before you hear the listening for the first time.
Try to read all the questions and all the possible answers.
• you will hear the recording twice, so if you don’t know all the answers the first time, you will have another
chance.
• even if you think you got all your answers right the first time, listen to the recording a second time to make
sure you got it right.
• you should be able to hear the recordings loud and clear. If you don’t, tell the invigilator straight away!
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In the Reading examination…
• start with the reading task you feel most comfortable with.
• remember, all reading questions only have 1 correct answer!
• don’t answer any questions without reading the text. You might think you know the answer, but you could
be wrong. Always check with the reading text!
• keep an eye on the time - try to allow 5 minutes before the end of the examination time to go back and
check through your answers.

In the Writing examination…
• spend 5 minutes reading all the questions. Choose the questions you feel more comfortable answering –
all the questions have the same number of marks.
• read the question carefully before you start writing. Make sure you answer the exact question in the paper
to get the maximum number of marks!
• think about what you are going to write before you start and plan it in your head or on paper.
• spend about half of your time on Task 1, and the other half on Task 2.
• try to save about 5 minutes at the end to check both of your answers for spelling and grammar
mistakes.
• you don’t have to follow the order of tasks in the paper – you can start with the question you find easier.
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